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CO 1 1 41 cntcJtL. assstta^^r-en-en. 5 

?fi, 2 0«. SafZSXit/clSttWi. 2SC^3r 

». C»rn«>0. 5mm(C»^(x/c. i so 



•r*lfcS«iraiSf"C*'57 0 0MPatLI:.«:^nl^. K« 

[0115] «±©ie»A>6. sia«*«^-r*sir«c. 

[0 116) (Ilififi«j4) :^nSA?:ffl(,»-C. 
{*<Dfi««r'(f-5fc. ^BStCtt. API H4 0*»*><: 
-55^7 -<>^ ( 1 7 8mm) . WffO. 2 3 M>^ 

( 6mm) «>«!i^8^m>. cm's<i>i»mm. 
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[0117} -Xtc, t£eE$nfc^H'g©4g®*^Bffi3 
RmaxifidO umiUrtfJ:6<k'ilc{±±f.-f. ^mo) 
m^^mtc, 1 2 0 0 -C. /?$ 4 0 tf m©F e - 3 

B - 3 s i - 1 c^»*/H»t. siaieiRni^^ff ^ 
(0118] ««5. m^m>mmiimic\t. mmm k 

i/c. S^^ti. «^ai 2 5 0'C. S^KJraiSO 10 

fc. 

CO 1 19] (5lftW5) -^>t^-^•WiL■C. J I s 

BN i - 5fflaofflfijE4:wr*aiL#. 1 1 4 ox:, ms 

4 0am©N 1 3 0 0 "CX: 1 2 OfJ-' 
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[0 12 0] imsnviB) ^y-f-hi^tLx, Jis 

BN i - 5ffi^©*ifi!c?rWT-J.St^. I 1 4 OT:. /SS 
4 0 umON i ,^^#s5*fflt,», g^SK^ 14 0 0 
•C. KMWJ43 0 0t*4L-/cJW51-«. Hftm <!:R«{ 

CO 12 1] (tfcftMS) ^>-tf-f-t*iO-C. teMi I 
2 9 0 'C. JS$ 4 0 M m©F e - 2 B - 1 S i ^rSi 

ffliv sj^iSiK* 1 4 0 0-c. mnmiii:3 oo^. m 
K:hi 5 VI p a tLtci:xmt. mmm4 i^tt©#W(c 

CO 1 2 2] ||ifc«4-8. acfJt«?W3 rj|f6ii/c& 
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(0 12 5] cnjci^u. asL^*ii 2ooxr*s-/> 



C0 126j)ato. ll«SW3-6S(7lt«W3(Cfe(,.r 

•C. ft*f8S«i. l^rtlfcO. 5mm-C*->te. 
[0127] ia±<0*S»A>^>. ^Wg*atBffi:85()g^T 
-5*&«:i5t>-c. it-ii/isi 2 0 0-ciyTO-r>-9--h« 

[01281 (3lifi«7 ) :^i^A?:fflC»r. #.is«lift 
(*©i£g«ffofc. *«W«C{t. AP I H4 0*>6<: 
m^T^:^^ (17 8mm) . W»0. 2 3 1 -YV^ 
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(6mm) (D^^'S^m^.K C<Dm'S<ommimi:. 

[0 1 2 9 ) HLmstitc^m'smmi^mms 
m^mtc, J IS BN i -5ffl^©«j«*#-ri« 

1 1 4 0 -COSJK-ttN i ^^^^mS I 00 umttJ: 
[ 0 1 3 0 ] ^c*f. «^SP<7)ttB»:;^^K:tt. ^ft»3 k 10 

ifc. m^^it. m^&i 3 oo'c. 8 

01*. JlOl£^4MPail/, Ar»!l«tt>-C«^«rtf-9 

CO 13 I ] (HftWS) -r>-9— h*tiLr. J I S 
BN i - 5ffl^<Dttfi5t?rW-r-5N i 3£^^f»*5:ffl 

[0 132] imm) '^>1^-^^^t^■c. j i s 
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B N i - 5^a^<DifflfiS*Wr 4 O m m<DN- i 

^tSim>. nt^BLi 1 2 5 o-c. m^ntsiie o 

[0 13 31 limm4) -O-f-hHtLt. J IS 
B N i - 5 ffi^fl)fflSi=&W-r 2 0 0 u m<DN i 

js^siffli.*. m^msLi 1 4 0 0 -c. mt^^isn 3 
[0 134] amms) -/>t^- f-f^iur. jis 

B N i - 5 ffi^©fflBJE?rWr i»5 4 0 a m©N i ^ 
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[0 137) ^ htt©Jf$*2 0 0tf mi UcJt 
ibhtifc. tfc. ?iaJaEK«. 5 8 8MPa-C*0. S5 40 

C 0 1 3 8 ] * fc, S^a=& 1 4 5 0-Ci Ucim9i 

(0 13 9) cntc^tt. -r^if-HstoifS^ioo so 



i/mWTt t. A»oft^iajK* 1 4 0 0-mrt uzn 

SttiS^r**7 0 OMPaW±«rjnl/. Stwma:. 

{0 14 1) w±©is»*»6. &»«*«ii«««^r 
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14 0 0 'CfelT i t i>-£imn^i> iCt o fc. 

[0142] (mum 1 0 ) :^mAimt.»x. ^'sm 

^^•5i1«7-^>?^ (1 78miB) . WifO. 2 3W> 

^ (6mm) c<Diire(D«s»*rs 

( 0 1 4 3 ] :;!:{C. ffiS3nfc^J3IB«©4affi*SSfflS 
RmaxAiSOumWTitcii^ttrftitf. ^-gO 
m^mSK.. J I S BN i -5ffi^04fl6fi««r%lt 
.^1 14 0*C. St34 0/iin©N i3g^S*/(-#L. 10 

«ffiS£»«^*tfofc. a etc. ^enfcifeHSig^ft 

t^. WEE:hSMPatL. A r »Ha««»r«^*tTr. 

[0145] (igtsM 1 1 ) is^mK.mimmw 

*3 0 0«>. ajBE^41. SMPaiLfeWWJ. lOlI 20 
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911 otisi»©^)itc6£c>. ^Ht«^©«iS&yffi; 
«*ffote. 

[01461 ( ifc«[^ 6 ) s^sscc ijt-f h mmsii 

[0 14 71 <J:I:®^7) -O^-htitbX. J I S 
B N i - 5 ffl^<DfflfiE*Wr 5/55 3 0 u m(^.\ i S 
^®*ffll.>, ffi^iaStCfcW S^B^TbI^t 3 0 01*. 
fiOE*«r 1 MP a i l>tcMf^a. mm I 0 iPlttO* 

[0148] (iMSWS) »^iaa€: 1 2 5 O'C. m 
Klfffl^aoOi^. J!llM;f7'&7MPa4L/'cJyK^2. Uti 

941 o<biai«i»>#«(cm>. &m9m^<ommiei 

(0 1491 0-11. sc;flfc««8-8rw 

6tT/c^«tS^K:ot,»r. *itit«iif3)»©f^)i«c 
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[ 0 1 5 1 J »^iia{C*{W5R«pB*|BJ* I 5i^i L/C 
Ccfe5fA«g*6nfc. ifc. ?l!Ratff«J. 5 6 3MPa 

[ 0 1 5 2 ] * fc. JJDiE^* 1 .MP a <!: U/cJ:b«««7 "C 
Slifiim^hfc. 6 2 8MPa-C* 



CO 15 3] S6K:. aiE*«:7MPatLfcl:t^8 

r«, «^sa:* 1 2 5 o*cs-cT«f/c<ct7j^j!i»*?6 

6{C. ^ia%S». 6 8 7MPa-C«>}. » 

CO 1 54 J cntCj^t. J]IJB::*345MPa. ffflRBJl 
*3 0f^iLA:lll6«l 0. SW)toE:^j*l. 3MP 
a> ^I^ra«:3 0 0#i0fc||«t«^l I CiJ, I'Tti 

4PI!|-C*47 0 0.MPaJaJ:*irl/. SM 
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[0 1 5 5] itfc. HitWl 0-^1 lSC^Jt«W6-8 

ro5<0-C. Scorns, K^rtxhO. 5mm-C*-3 
fc 

[0156] l»±<D}£||]ft>6. ^t^Sffiffifts^-r 

4«^{C4jt^-C. ]!lDffy3*l. 5MPat/±5MPaW 

10 157] (HJfiW 1 2 ) :»^A«:ffll»r. ^JSffSS 10 

C52- 1 20 0 (JilT. cn* fLC5 2-l 20 
Oj il>^) /pP.^cSJ14il 0. 75-<>^(269m 
m) . rt/StO. S-/^?' (1 3nim) (oat9im*,>. C 

Rmax*i5 0am«T4<c*J:^{ctt:±lf. ^SB© 

s^ifffitc. J IS BN i -stascDifflts^ff-rsa 20 

*1 1 4 O'C. IS?4 0«m©N i m^iSi:ft1$l> . 
[0 1 5 9 ] ^^Is. §SdS<0»]ii:^(c», ^2111^3 k 

*fc. a^iSBt 1 3 0 0 -c. mmm 1 2 
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/c. 

CO 160] (USSWl 3) S^iaS*! 3 50*C. R 
^18*2 1 OIJ.-. ftOE^tS. SMPait. S|j»3 

>^ici&r9mm9&<ommii 1 0 0 r h z ^ l/cu 
mx. i^tst^i 2dR«(77#iBK:^(,^ ^as^^o 

(0161] <lllli9l 1 4 ) tS^MBLi 1 3 5 O'C. 61 

imfBliZ lOii!. m{Ehi3. SMPaiL. SKS 

«C J: TteWm*. 5ltt[«l 2iraaoTIH«C 

[0 162] (tt«W9) S^®©Sffiffl$Rinax* 
lOOnmiL. «^Sa^:l 400-C. ^mTHi3 

[0163] (itMtm 1 0 ) m^ws.ic*ittimim«i 

%3 00*^. JDaE^^SMPaiL. IHSIri ^iUtcMET 

ism^momma 4 o o k h z i ofc«Ji-«v uss 
041 2£ii«ia:>^iB(ci£c>. ±mmni'^m>»m&uf& 

[0 164 1 HJSFIl 2-14, &yj:t«WI9-l Or 

fc. i6««rS5k:n^r. 
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Ar 




(3klli) 


OkKz) 




(lODkHt) 


(2 5 kHz) 


(mrn) 


9 S 


O.S 


- c,-$ 


O.S 


O.S 


S«» (%) 




25 


25 


25 


25 














SCSI 


(MPa) 


477 


ass 


431 


658 


6S3 






« « 




9 » 






X 


o 


X 


O 


O 



CO 1 66] »#l?BioaPBi$Rmax'£:l OOum 

[0 167Ji/t. JSj«»*J4 0 0MPar*4i»jg« 
ftS«iiBit>6n/c. ttc. ^ISSttSa. 4 3 1MPar so 



*0. sMUtti. «dl?ffi*6«»iL./c ctiti. SiS 

[0 188] cntC3*L. «^ISi[B<D^i5tiSRma X 
««a!*ffl<.»:rcl?J6««l 12-14 r«. i.>rn<>s£'ga 

(0 169] His. %mw\z-\^VLi>imm-\ 

0-Cl>5<D-C. «^f5l»i. (r.rnfcO. 5mm-C*o 
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[ 0 1 7 0 J £U:©«**»6 
[0 17 1] (UttfPli 5) :firiiB«:m»-c. 

^(*<Dffi:B*tf-3fc. ^«{C«. API 4 0 HA* 6 
ii5i^7-<>^ (1 78mm) . «J?0. 23 W> 

?^ (6miD) c©ai&©isaj»*?a 

CO I 7 2 1 iXK, «S2tifc#H«©«ffiCcJ1.<aD* 
C 0 1 7 3 ] {^9i 1 6 > ^ne(9iSSfil£3^%2 5 
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[0174] (USSfi^ 1 6 ) ^g|g<b tr. LC52- 
1 2 00*>6^Jii^Sl 0. 7 5 -f (2 7 3m 
m) . ^mo. 5^>^ ( 1 2 7mm> ©SJ^-grfflt*. 
^ffa>«i>aSlini$« 2 5 % 6 0 . 2 5 

m^mi 5<t0««)#lB«: 

[0175] (mm 1 1 ) ^)l«C!)j«8Pilt:S$«0^ 

tLtd-:xmi. ^wi 5iHao*iiwcs£t,». 
10 g{^f*o»^cme^if-:./c. 

[0 17 6] (Jt«Wl 2) ^Hti L-C. LC52- 
1 2 00*>6JQ:SJ1-S1 0. 75-/>f-(273m 
m) . mmo. 5-/>?^ (1 2 7mm) ©WB^rfflt,'. 
^«<D«SS|St£S^'S: I 5;«<!: L/. E'S^2 b%V±m 

[0177] UttW 15-17. &i>tfc©W 11-12 

20 [ 0 I 7 8 ] 
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[0 1 7Q\i»m.smio%tL. itm'sm^^itt: 
'sm 1 o%vit/SL>tciSMini I «:oc»r. e^2 i o 

0 p s i V7iiE9miff'7tctCi. m^SiiPh^mtl 

[0 180] CtilcSetL. 3s&tmmmfim^i:^iic 

*:^tcc2 556iLft:|lifiWl 6«. (,>rntE^2 1 0 40 
0 p s i -C^BEBCR^ti-jXt. SE^SWP6*«n4i« 

[0 I 8 1 ] *fc, «63Pa:S^* 1 5%iO. iE««« 

^*ffit$2 0%-cst^u/ctkl3Wi Zfcot^r. E 

;»J3 0 0 0 p s i r^ESif^tf o/ct C ^. 
[0182] cntcstL. JSSS8ffi:a$syffi;g$*^«: 

2 5%il/fcll«i«l 7-C», E:^3000p s i-C* 



[0183] iU±.<Dmf^f^. iiCmsmvlS'^Stitc 

[0 184] (UttWl 8) :5ftC4ffll»-C. ±«lf« 
^<*©4m*tf o/t. ^«{C«, S TKM I 2 B < J 

IS G3 44 5) jS»^<c-5i^ai 4 0mm. ^»f7m 

S B N i - 3 +i^<Da5R*^-ria)L'i' 1 0 5 0 -c. /?. 
3 5 0 y mON i ffi»«^^?f-> 

5«i<c«J:^JCv> |rUJl/4m>r«?Sl/A:. 

[0185] <5:*j. ffi^oiin»:r«K:{i. )si«a3 k 

Ma-ZiUKU. ]U]iltid<2 0mm&«C'&3'rJl'.i:. 4 0 
mai.tci>:a^H<!>Z9»i:mK>tc itc. ]i^^ 
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«. s^aec* 1 2 5 0- 1 3 5 o'c. B^m^tBue o 
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[0 I 8 8] ^7J:0. M8WiOfiV»)Bi»3'fJl'*fflC> 

tt]«ie*2 Ommi-r-Si. l^tUSStt. 4 0-5Cm 

0 ~ 9 0 m m <!: * C i *i to3&> * . 
(0 1891 itc, *7J:0. lKttJSS«:4 0~50m 

C 0 1 9 0 1 -f <Ct>%. «KU1** 1.00 <DI8^. fit 
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(54) Title of the Invention: Metal Pipe Joint for Pipe Expansion and the Manufacturing Method Thereof 

(57) Summary 
(Problem) 

Provide a metal pipe joint for pipe expansion and its manufacturing method, wherein even in the case of 
pipe expansion, (a) there is no decrease in the strength or the airtightness of the junction, (b) there is little 
deformation resistance at the time of pipe expansion, and (c) it is possible to reduce the level differences 
that occur in ^e junction. 

(Means for Solving the Problem) 

Obtain metal pipe joints 32 and 52 in which the internal diameters of the junctions are greater than the 
internal diameters of the non-conjugative regions, by either (a) diffusion bonding or welding to one another 
metal pipes 30 whose internal diameters in the vicinity of the ends have been expanded such that the end 
diameter expansion rate is greater than 5%, or (b) diffusing bonding metal pipe 50, whose internal diameter 
in the vicinity of the end has not been expanded, such that it reaches a prescribed lateral expansion rate. 



Furthermore, obtain metal pipe joint 42 in which the internal diameter of the junction is greater than the 
internal diameter of the non-conjugative regions by mechanically fastening to one another metal pipes 40 
whose internal diameters toward the ends have been expanded such that the end diameter expansion rate is 
greater than 10%. 

[see source for drawings] 
(c) 

Machine work Machine woric 
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(Scope of Patent Claims) 
(Claim 1) 

A metal pipe joint for pipe expansion conyrised of a plurality of bonded metal pipes, wherein the internal 
diameter of the junction is greater than the internal diameter of the non-conjugative regions. 

(Claim 2) 

A manufacturing mediod for a metal pipe joint for pipe expansion in which the internal diameter in the 
vicinity of the end of the metal pipe is expanded and said metal pipes are bonded to one another. 

(Claim 3) 

The manufacturing method for a metal pipe joint for pipe expansion according to Claim 2 in which the 
internal diameter in the vicinity of the end of said metal pipe is expanded such that the end diameter 
expansion rate is greater than 5%. 

(Claim 4) 

The manufacturing method for a metal pipe joint for pipe expansion according to either Claim 2 or Claim 3 
in which the bonding method is a diffusion bonding method. 

(Claim 5) 

The manufacturing method for a metal pipe joint for pipe expansion according to either Claim 2 or Claim 3 
in which the bonding method is an arc welding method. 

(Claim 6) 

A manufacturing method for a metal pipe joint for pipe expansion in which the internal diameter in the 
vicinity of the end of the metal pipe is expanded, thread is formed on the end of said metal pipe, and said 
metal pipes are mechanically fastened to one another with said thread. 

(Claim 7) 

The manufacturing method for a metal pipe joint for pipe expansion according to Claim 6 in which the 
internal dian^ter in the vicinity of the end of said metal pipe is expanded such that the end diameter 
expansion rate is greater than 10%. 

(Claim 8) 

A manufacturing method for a metal pipe joint for pipe expansion in which metal pipes whose internal 
diameters in the vicinity of the ends have not been expanded are butted, and are diffusion bonded under 
bonding conditions such that the junction vicinity laterally expands. 

(Claim 9) 

The metal pipe joint for pipe expansion according to Claim 8 that is diffusion bonded such that the lateral 
expansion rate of the junction vicinity is greater than 1.04. 

(Detailed Description of the Invention) 
(0001) 

(Technical Field of the Invention) 

The present invention is related to a metal pipe joint for pipe expansion and the manufacturing method 
thereof; more specifically, it is related to an ideal metal pipe joint for pipe expansion and its manufactiuing 
method used for the plumbing for plants or line piping that is used in the chemical industry or the 
petrochemical industry, or as the oil well pipe of casing tubes, production tubes, or coiled tubes used in oil 
wells. 



(0002) 



(Prior Art) 

Conventionally, in fields such as the chemical industry and the petrochemical industry, long metal pipes are 
used in order to transport corrosive liquids over long distances. For example, pipe lines are for the purpose 
of transporting crude oil obtained from an oil field to an oil refinery, for example, and their lengths span 
across tens of kilometers. 

(0003) 

Furthermore, when digging an oil well, in order to preserve the gallery that was excavated beneath the 
ground or to prevent crude oil leakage, steel pipes called casing are buried within the gallery. The oil field 
is normally in a location several thousand meters under ground, so it is necessary that the casing also have 
die length of several thousand meters. 

(0004) 

Moreover, seamless steel pipes that are superior with respect to corrosion resistance are generally used for 
metal pipes that are exposed to a corrosive environment, but the length of industrially mass produced 
seamless steel pipes is between 10 - 15 ra, and the upper limit on the possible manufactured length is 
approximately 100 m. Accordingly, joints that connect multiple seamless steel pipes of length between 10 - 
1 5 m are used in line piping or oil well pipe such as casing. 

(0005) 

As a bonding method for metal pipe that is used in such applications, threaded connection methods 
(mechanical coupling method), welding methods (orbital welding method), and diffusion bonding methods 
are well known. 

(0006) 

Furthermore, as for the joints (called "metal pipe joints" hereafter) in which multiple metal pipes that have 
prescribed length are united, it is typical for them to be used as they are, without expanding or reducing the 
internal diameter. In other words, it is typical for metal pipe joints that have a desired internal diameter to 
be manufactured by bonding metd pipes that have a desired internal diameter. 

(0007) 

However, in contrast to line piping that is laid above ground, casing that is used in oil wells is buried 
beneath the ground, so there are the following problems in using metal pipe joints that have prescribed 
internal diameters as casings without modification. 

(0008) 

Stated singly, it is difficult to excavate a bare gallery towards an oil field that is in a location several 
thousand meters under ground. Therefore, oil well excavation operations sequentially repeat the following 
operations: (a) the operation of excavating a gallery using a drill pipe that has a bit that is mounted on its 
tip, (b) the operation of burying casing at a location in which digging has advanced to a certain extent in 
order to protect the gallery, and (c) the operation of pouring cement between the buried casing and the 
stratum, and stabilizing the casing. As a result, oil wells have a structure in which multiple casing is 
overlapped in a nested form. 

(0009) 

The structure of a typical oil well is shown in Figure 6. Oil well 10 that is illustrated in Figure 6 is equipped 
with conductor pipe 12 that has a maximum external diameter for the purpose of protecting the gallery wall 
in the vicinity of the surface of the earth, surface casing 14 that is sequentially inserted in a nested form into 
conductor pipe 12, intermediate casing 16, and four production casings 18 of maximum length that reach 
oil stratum 20. 

(0010) 

However, when burying the next casing (called "inner side casing" hereafter) inside the gallery through the 
hole in the center of the casing that was previously buried (called "outer side casing" hereafter), there are 
cases in which the insertion of the inner side casing becomes difficult because the axis of the inner side 
casing and the axis of the outer side casing shift out of alignment, or the shape of either the inner side 



casing or the outer side casing is irregular. Therefore, it was necessary to make the external diameter of the 
inner side casing approximately 10 - 30% smaller than the internal diameter of the outer side casing to be 
on the safe side. 

(0011) 

Furthermore, the production efficiency of the oil well is dependant on the internal diameter of the 
production casing that reaches the oil stratum. 



(3) 
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Accordingly, in order to secure prescribed production efficiency, it is necessary not only to give the internal 
diameter of the production casing a prescribed size, but also to enlarge the internal diameter of the casing 
that was previously buried. Therefore, the necessity to enlarge the internal diameter of the gallery that is 
excavated in the vicinity of the surface of the earth arose, and became a factor that increases the cost of oil 
well drilling. 

(0012) 

Thereby, in order to solve this problem, a method was disclosed in Published Japanese Translation of a 
PCT Application H7-507610 that expands the casing in the radial direction with respect to the borehole by 
burying casing made from malleable materials in the borehole that was excavated under the earth, and 
expanding a hydraulic expanding tool within the casing. 

(0013) 

Furthermore, a method was disclosed in International Publication Number WO98/0062 that inserts steel 
pipe made from a malleable type of metal, which generates strain hardening, into either a gallery or casing 
that was previously buried without incidence of necking or ductile fracture, and expands casing using a 
mandrel that has a tapered surface made of a noimietal material. 

(0014) 

Through tiie methods disclosed in Published Japanese Translation of a PCT Application H7-507610 or 
International Publication Number WO98/0062, it is possible to insert inner side casing that has a relatively 
small external diameter in comparison to the gallery or outer side casing internal diameter, so there is the 
advantage that it is possible to smoothly perform the inner side casing insertion operation. 

(0015) 

Moreover, the expansion of inner side casing that was inserted into a gallery of outer side casing is 
performed using a hydraulic expansion tool or a mandrel, so there is the advantage that nearly the entire 
cross sectional area of the gallery can be used for crude oil transportation. Furthermore, because the 
effective cross sectional area of the gallery becomes large, there is the advantage that it is possible to 
reduce the internal diameter of the gallery to be excavated, and it is thus possible to cut excavation costs. 

(0016) 

Furthermore, as disclosed in Published Japanese Translation of a PCT Application H7-507610, in the case 
in which casing is expanded in the radial direction with respect to the borehole, the casing is maintained by 
the conq>ressive stress received from the borehole wall, so there is the advantage that the cementing 
operation becomes unnecessary. 

(0017) 

(Problems Addressed by the Invention) 

However, the entire length of casing that is used in oil wells reaches several thousand meters, so although 
junctions must necessarily be present, junctions are not taken into consideration in either Published 
Japanese Translation of a PCT Application H7-507610 or International Publication Number WO98/0062. 

(0018) 

For exan^le, in the case in which metal pipes are bonded through welding methods or metallurgical 
bonding methods such as diffrision bonding to form metal pipe joints, heat-affected zones generate at the 
time of bonding in the vicinity of the junctions, so there are cases in which the deformability decreases. 
Therefore, in the case in which the obtained metal pipe joints are expanded as they are using a mandrel, for 
exanq>le, there is the problem in which there is a danger that fissures will generate in the junctions. 

(0019) 

Moreover, in the case in which metal pipe is bonded through a threaded connection method to form a metal 
pipe joint and this is expanded with a mandrel, for example, there is the problem that the thread portion 



becomes loose due to plastic-deformation at the time of expansion and the airtightness of the junction 
decreases. 



(0020) 

Furthermore, the threaded connection method normally forms outer thread 1 a and 2b on the ends of metal 
pipes 1 and 2 as shown in Figure 7, and unites metal pipes 1 and 2 through coupling 7 that has internal 
thread 7a that can screw into this external thread la and 2b. Accordingly, the vicinity of the junction 
becomes more thick-walled than the non-conjugative regions, so in the case in which such a metal pipe 
joint is expanded using a mandrel, for cxsLmple, there is the problem in which the deformation resistance of 
the jimction becomes large and the expansion operation cannot be performed smoothly. 

(0021) 

Moreover, in the case in which a metal pipe joint with length of several thousand meters that has a uniform 
internal diameter is expanded at once using a mandrel, the mandrel constantly receives a reactive force 
from the metal pipe joint at the time of the pipe expansion, so a large motive energy becomes necessary to 
move the manchrel. 

(0022) 

In order to solve this problem, a point is disclosed in International Publication Number WO98/0062, for 
example, in which the frictional force that generates between the mandrel and the casing is reduced by 
constructing the tapered siuface of the mandrel with a nonmetal material such as zirconia, but there is no 
change in the fact that the mandrel continuously receives a constant reactive force from the casing during 
pipe expansion, and it is insufHcient with respect to motive energy conservation. 

(0023) 

Furthermore, as disclosed in Published Japanese Translation of a PCT Application H7-507610, it is 
possible to conserve motive energy in conq)arison to the case in which the mandrel is expanded all at once 
by repeating the following process: retain ^e hydraulic expansion tool in a location within the casing, 
expand the hydraulic expansion tool and expand only the casing that is in that position, and then move it to 
the upper region after contracting the hydraulic tool. However, this results in expanding the casing in a 
multistage manner, so there is the drawback that the operation efficiency is poor. 

(0024) 

Moreover, in the case in which the metal pipe is bonded using a diffusion bonding method, it is typical to 
evenly process only the end face of the metal pipe and use it for bonding without adjusting the periphery 
surface and the wall thickness. However, in industrially mass produced metal pipes, there is a prescribed 
dimensional tolerance, and the external diameters and wall thickness of each metal pipe vary within the 
range of the dimensional tolerance. 

(0025) 

Therefore, in the case in which mass produced metal pipes are used as they are in diffusion bonding, there 
is the danger that level differences wiU arise in the jimctions of the metal pipe joints that are obtained. 
Stress tends to concentrate in level differences that generate in the junctions, so in the case in which such 
metal pipe joints are expanded, there is the danger that fissures will generate from the regions of level 
differences. Furthermore, because the level differences remain in the junctions even after pipe expansion, 
there is the danger that fatigue characteristics and corrosion resistance will diminish due to stress 
concentration or the retention of corrosive substances. However, nothing is disclosed in the aforementioned 
prior art literature regarding specific means to solving such problems. 
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(0026) 

A problem addressed by the present invention is to provide a metal pipe joint for pipe expansion and its 
manufacturing method in which (a) fissures do not generate in the junction, even if pipe expansion is 
performed, and (b) there is no reduction in the airtightness of the junction that originates from the loosening 
of thread. 

(0027) 

Furthermore, another problem addressed by the present invention is to provide a metal pipe joint for pipe 
expansion and its manufacturing method, in which (a) the deformation resistance at the time of pipe 
expansion is small and (b) motive energy conservation in the pipe expansion operation is possible. 

(0028) 

Furthermore, another problem addressed by the present invention is to provide a metal pipe joint for pipe 
expansion and its manufacturing method, in which (a) the level differences that arise in the jimctions are 
small, and (b) is superior with respect to strength, fatigue characteristics, and conosion resistance. 

(0029) 

(Means for Solving the Problems) 

In order to solve the aforementioned problems, the metal pipe joint for pipe expansion of the present 
invention can be simmiarized in that it is a metal pipe joint in which multiple metal pipes have been 
bonded, and the internal diameters of the junctions are larger than the internal diameters of the non- 
conjugative regions. 

(0030) 

Specifically, such a metal pipe joint for pipe expansion can be easily manufactured by expanding the 
internal diameter of the vicinity of the end of the metal pipe in advance, and then bonding like metal pipes 
to one another. In this case, it is desirable to expand the internal diameter of the vicinity of the end of the 
metal pipe such that the end diameter expansion rate is greater than 5%. If the end diameter expansion rate 
is less than 5%, then there is the danger that fissures will generate from the junctions when peiforming pipe 
expansion, so this is undesirable. Moreover, in this case, a diffusion bonding method or an arc welding 
method would be ideal as a bonding method. 

(0031) 

Moreover, a metal pipe joint such as that described above can also be manufactured by expanding the 
intemal diameter in the vicinity of the end of the metal pipe, forming thread on the end of the metal pipe, 
and mechanically fastening like metal pipes to one anotfier with the thread. In this case, it is desirable to 
expand the intemal diameter of the vicinity of the end of the metal pipe such that the end diameter 
expansion rate is greater than 10%. If the end diameter expansion rate is less than 10%, the thread regions 
plastic-deform and the airtightness of the thread regions decreases, so this is undesirable. 

(0032) . 

Furthermore, a metal pipe joint such as that described above can also be manufactured by butting metal 
pipes whose internal diameters in the vicinity of the end have not been expanded, and diffusion bonding 
them under bonding conditions such that the junction vicinity laterally expands. In this case, it is desirable 
to perform diffusion bonding such that the lateral expansion rate in the junction vicinity is greater than 
1.04%. If the lateral expansion rate is less than 1.04%, there is the danger that fissures will generate from 
the junctions when performing pipe expansion, so this is undesirable. 

(0033) 

As for the metal pipe joint for pipe expansion of the present invention that has the configuration described 
above, the intemal diameters of Ae junctions are larger than the internal diameters of the non-conjugative 
regions, so in the case in which such a metal pipe joint for pipe expansion is expanded using a mandrel, for 
exan^le, it is possible to restrain the plastic stress of the junctions such that it is less than the plastic stress 
of the non-conjugative regions. 



(0034) 

Therefore, it becomes difficult for fissures to generate in the junctions due to pipe expansion, even in the 
case in which, for example, when metal pipe whose end internal diameters have been expanded at a 
prescribed end dian^ter expansion rate are bonded through diffiision bonding or welding methods and the 
obtained metal pipe joint is expanded, heat-affected zones generate in the vicinity of the bonding 
boundaries and the deformability in the vicinity of the bonding boundaries is diminished. 

(0035) 

Moreover, if metal pipes whose end internal diameters have not been expanded are butted, a metal pipe 
joint is formed by plastic-deforming the junction into a barrel shape at a prescribed lateral expansion rate 
with the pressure at the time of diffusion bonding, and this is expanded; then not only is the generation of 
fissures in the junction restrained, but there is also the advantage that the process of expanding the end 
internal diameters of the metal pipes becomes unnecessary. 

(0036) 

Furthermore, in the case in which a metal pipe joint is formed by using a threaded connection method to 
bond metal pipes whose end intemal diameters have been expanded at a prescribed end diameter expansion 
rate, if the metal pipe joint is expanded such that the pipe expansion rate is less than the end diameter 
expansion rate, then there is to be no incidence of plastic-deformation of the junction. Therefore, there is no 
decrease in airtightness, vMch originates fi-om the loosening of thread. 

(0037) 

Moreover, in the metal pipe joint for pipe expansion of the present invention, the intemal diameters in the 
junction vicinity are greater than the intemal diameters of the non-conjugative regions, so the deformation 
resistance in the junction vicinity becomes small. Therefore, it is possible to perform the pipe expansion 
operation smoothly, and the motive energy in the pipe expansion operation is also conserved. 

(0038) 

Furthermore, in the case in which a metal pipe joint is formed by expanding the ends of the metal pipes at a 
prescribed end diameter expansion rate in advance and bonding the expanded metal pipes, it is possible to 
at least align each of the metal pipes through diameter expansion. Therefore, even in the case in which a 
metal pipe joint is manufactured using metal pipes in which the external diameters or wall thicknesses vary 
within a prescribed dimensional tolerance, it is possible to reduce the level differences that generate on the 
inside surface of the junction, and it becomes possible to obtain a metal pipe junction that is superior with 
respect to strength, fatigue characteristics, and corrosion resistance. 

(0039) 

(Embodiments of the Invention) 

Embodiments of the present invention will be explained in detail below with reference to the drawings. 
Figure 1 is a flow chart that shows manufacturing method (called "method A" hereafter) for the metal pipe 
joint for pipe expansion of the first embodiment of the present invention. In Figure 1, method A conq)rises 
a diameter expansion process, an end face finishing process, and a diffusion bonding process. 

(0040) 

First, the diameter expansion process will be explained. The diameter expansion process in which only the 
intemal diameters of both ends inside cylindrical metal pipe 30 as shown in Figure 1 (a) are enlarged using 
an appropriate industrial tool, and metal pipe 30, in which the intemal diameter di of the end has become 
greater than the intemal diameter do in the center, is processed as shown in Figure 1 (b). 

(0041) 

Here, as for the metal pipe 30 that is used in the present invention, there are no particular restrictions 
regarding material quality or dimensions as long as it is of a material that has deformability that can 
withstand the pipe expansion described later. For example, in metal pipe joints that are used in applications 
in which only mechanical characteristics are required, it is possible to use carbon steel for metal pipe 30. 
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Moreover, in applications in which both strength and corrosion resistance of line pipes or oil well pipes are 
required, for example, it is possible to use stainless steels such as martensitic stainless steel, two-phase 
Stainless steel, or austenitic stainless steel, or Ti alloy. 

(0042) 

Moreover, in the present invention, the increment of the intemal diameter of metal pipe 30 after expansion 
with respect to the minimum value of the internal diameter of each metal pipe 30 prior to expansion is 
called the end diameter expansion rate, and it is defined by the following Formula 1 . 

(0043) 
(Formula 1) 

End diameter expansion rate (%) = (di - do mia) x 100/do mm- 
Where: 

d,: intemal diameter of the end of metal pipe 30 after expansion 

do min: minimum value of the intemal diameter of the end of metal pipe 30 prior to expansion 
(0044) 

In the case of method A, it is desirable for the end diameter expansion rate to be greater than 5%. If the end 
diameter expansion rate is less than 5%, then the necessity to greatly plastic-deform the junctions arises in 
the pipe expansion process explained later, and there is the danger diat fissures will generate in the 
junctions, so this is undesirable. Moreover, if the end diameter expansion rate is less than 5%, there are 
cases in which large level differences generate in the junctions due to the dimensional accuracy of each 
metal pipe 30, and the fatigue strength diminishes, so this is also undesirable. 

(0045) 

This is because, if the end diameter expansion rate is less than 5% in the case in which the intemal diameter 
of metal pipe 30 varies within a prescribed dimensional tolerance, there is the danger that only metal pipes 
whose intemal diameter do prior to expansion is smaller than the intemal diameter di after expansion will 
be expanded, and metal pipes that have intemal diameters greater than dt will not be expanded. 

(0046) 

Also, as the minimum value do min of the intemal diameter that is used to calculate the end diameter 
expansion rate, from the perspective of allowing for safety it is desirable to use the minimum value 
anticipated from the specifications of the metal pipe used in bonding, but it would also be acceptable to use 
an actual measurement. 

(0047) 

Moreover, from the perspective of reducing plastic-deformation in the junctions and restraining the 
generation of fissures, the larger the end diameter expansion rate is the better. Therefore, in accordance 
with the simplicity of the processing of metal pipe 30 and the applications of the metal pipe joint that is 
obtained, diameter expansion should be performed with the ideal end diameter expansion rate within a 
range below the pipe expansion rate described later. 

(0048) 

Moreover, the length (called "diameter expansion length" hereafter, represented by "Li" within Figure 1 
(b)) of the portion in which the intemal diameter was enlarged through diameter expansion may be 
arbitrarily chosen with consideration on the sin^licity of processing of metal pipe 30 and the applications, 
but from the perspective of reducing deformation resistance in the pipe expansion process described later 
and conserving motive energy in the pipe expansion operation, the longer it is the better. 

(0049) 

Furthermore, there are no particular restrictions on the diameter expansion method either, and it is possible 
to use various methods. Normally, a mandrel or a plug that has an external diameter corresponding to di 



that is expressed in Formula 1 should be inserted into the end of metal pipe 30 up to a prescribed length, 
and the end internal diameter should then be expanded. 

(0050) 

Next, the end face finishing process will be explained. The end face fmishing process is a process in which, 
as shown in Figure 1 (c), the end face of metal tube 30, whose end internal diameter was expanded through 
the diameter expansion process, is machine finished to a prescribed surface roughness. This is because, if 
the surface texture of the end face of metal pipe 30 is rough, then the bonding boundaries will not 
sufficiently adhere and high bond strength will not be obtained in the diffusion bonding process described 
later. 

(0051) 

Also, there are no particular restrictions regarding the end surface finishing method, and various methods 
such as grinding or lapping can be used. Moreover, in the case in which the surface roughness of the end 
face of metal pipe 30 is held within a prescribed range even after diameter expansion, the end face finishing 
process is not absolutely necessary, and it can be omitted. 

(0052) 

Next, the diffusion bonding process will be explained. The diffusion bonding process is a process in which 
metal pipes 30, whose end internal diameters were expanded in the diameter expansion process and whose 
end faces were finished to a prescribed surface roughness in the end face finishing process, are butted and 
like metal pipes 30 are diffusion bonded to one another. 

(0053) 

Here, as for the diffusion bonding method, there is (a) solid phase diffusion bonding that directly butts 
metal pipes 30 and diffiises elements while maintaining them in the solid phase, and (b) liquid phase 
diffusion bonding that places an insert material onto the bonding boimdary and diffuses elements while 
temporarily melting the insert material, and either method may be used. 

(0054) 

In particular, with liquid phase diffusion bonding, joints that have strength that is equivalent to that of the 
parent material can be obtained in a short period of time in con^)arison to solid phase diffusion bonding, so 
it is ideal as a bonding method. One exanple of metal pipe joint 32 that is bonded through liquid phase 
diffusion bonding by placing insert material 36 on the bonding boundary of metal pipes 30 and 30 is shown 
in Figure 1 (d), 

(0055) 

Moreover, as for the conditions for diffusion bonding, an ideal range should be chosen according to the 
material of the metal pipe 30 that is used. Specifically, it should be performed under the following 
conditions. 

(0056) 

First, it is preferable for the surface roughness Rmax of the bonding surface to be less than 50 /no. If the 
surface roughness Rmax of the bonding surface exceeds 50 /im, like metal pipes 30 will not sufficiently 
adhere at the bonding surface and high bonding strength will not be obtained, so this is not desirable. From 
the perspective of obtaining high bonding strength, the smaller the surface roughness Rmax is the better. 

(0057) 

Moreover, as for the insert material 36 that is used, a Ni-family alloy or Fe-family alloy that has a melting 
point that is less than 1200X is ideal. If the melting point of insert material 36 exceeds 1200''C, a high 
bonding temperature will become necessary, which is undesirable because the parent material will be 
melted during bonding, or imbonded portions will generate because insert material 36 is not melted. 



(0058) 



Furthermore, the thickness of the insert material 36 that is used is preferably less than 100 jmL If the 
thickness of the insert material 36 exceeds 100 /on, the difRision of elements at the bonding boundary will 
not be sufficiently performed and the bonding strength will diminish, so this is undesirable. 



(0059) 

Also, there are no particular restrictions regarding the shape of insert material 36, 
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and an insert material 36 made of foil with thickness less than 100 fim may be placed on the bonding 
boundary. Alternatively, it would also be acceptable to disseminate a powder or squamation insert material 
36 on the bonding boundary, or to make it into a paste and apply it to the bonding boundary in order to 
bring the thickness to less than 100 fim. 

(0060) 

A non-oxidizing atmosphere is preferable for the bonding atmosphere. If bonding is conducted under an 
oxidizing atmosphere, the bonding boundary vicinity will oxidize and the bonding strength will diminish, 
so this is undesirable. 

(0061) 

It is ideal for the bonding temperature to be within a range that is greater than 1250°C and less than 
HOOT. If the bonding temperature is less than 1250°C, portions of insert material 36 will not melt, or the 
diffusion of elements will not be conducted sufficiently, causing the bonding strength to diminish, so this is 
undesirable. Moreover, if the bonding temperature is greater than 1400°C, there is the danger that the 
parent material will melt, so this is not desirable. 

(0062) 

It is ideal for the retention time of the bonding temperature to be greater than 30 seconds and less than 300 
seconds. If the retention time is less than 30 seconds, the diffusion of elements on the bonding boundary 
will become insufficient and the bonding strength will diminish, so this is undesirable. Moreover, the 
operation efficiency will diminish if the retention time is greater than 300 seconds, so this is also 
undesirable. 

(0063) 

Furthermore, it is ideal for the pressure that is applied to the bonding boundary to be greater than 1 .5 MPa 
and less than 5 MPa. If the applied pressure is less than 1.5 MPa, the adherence of the bonding boundary 
will become insufficient and die bonding strength will diminish, so this is undesirable. 

(0064) 

Moreover, in method A, pipe expansion of the metal pipe joint is performed in the pipe expansion process 
described later after the metal pipes are bonded, so it would be acceptable for the junction vicinity to 
slightly deform after bonding. However, if the sum of the increment of the internal diameter in the diameter 
expansion process and the increment of the internal diameter that originates from deformation at the time of 
bonding exceeds the pipe expansion rate in the pipe expansion process described later, then irregularities 
will remain in the vicinity of the bonding boundary even after pipe expansion, which becomes a cause for 
the reduction of bonding strength. Accordingly, in method A, it is ideal to configure the applied pressure to 
less than 5 MPa such that the junction vicinity does not excessively deform. 

(0065) 

Moreover, as a heating method when performing diffusion bonding, it is possible to use various methods 
such as high frequency induction heating, high frequency direct conduction heating, or resistance heating. 
Among these, with high frequency induction heating and high frequency direct conduction heating, it is 
possible to easily heat even with a relatively large material to be bonded, the heating efficiency is high, and 
it is possible to heat to the bonding ten:^>erature in an extremely short amount of time, so they are 
particularly suitable as heating methods. 

(0066) 

However, as for the high frequency cunent that is used in high frequency induction heating or high 
frequency direct conduction heating, it is ideal to use a current that has frequency less than 100 kHz. If the 
frequency exceeds 100 kHz, only the surface will be heated due to the skin effect and the entire bonding 
surface will not be heated uniformly, so this is imdesirable. 



(0067) 



Next, the pipe expansion process for the metal pipe joint for pipe expansion that was obtained in this way 
will be explained. The pipe expansion process is a process in which pipe expansion is performed on the 
metal pipe joint 32 that was manufactured in the diameter expansion process, end face fmishing process, 
and the diffusion bonding process described above, and the internal diameter of metal pipe joint 32 is set to 
a uniform size. 

(0068) 

Specifically, mandrel 34 is inserted as shown in Figure 2 (a) from one end of metal pipe joint 32 whose 
internal diameters of the junctions and non-conjugative regions are respectively di and do, mandrel 34 is 
moved towards the other end of metal pipe joint 32 as shown in Figure 2 (b), and the internal diameter of 
metal pipe joint 32 is enlarged to da- In the present invention, the increment of the internal diameter after 
pipe expansion with respect to the minimum value of the internal diameter of the non-conjugative regions 
prior to pipe expansion is called the pipe e)q)ansion rate, and it is defined by the following Formula 2. 

(0069) 
(Formula 2) 

Pipe expansion rate (%) = (di - do min) x 100/do min 
Where: 

dzi internal diameters of the non-conjugative regions after pipe expansion 

do min: minimum value of the internal diameters of the non-conjugative regions prior to pipe expansion 
(0070) 

Also, in the case of method A, the pipe expansion rate may be arbitrarily chosen with consideration on the 
deformability of metal pipe 30 and the application of metal pipe joint 32. Moreover, if the bonding 
conditions are appropriate, it is possible to highly maintain the deformability of the junction vicinity, so it is 
also possible to expand with a pipe expansion rate that is larger than the end diameter expansion rate. 
Furthermore, it would be acceptable to use the minimum expected value from the specifications as the 
minimum value do of the internal diameter of the non-conjugative regions prior to pipe expansion, and 
the fact that an actual measurement may also be used is die same as for Formula 1 . 

(0071) 

Next, the effects of method A will be explained. If the diameters of the ends of metal pipes 30 (Figure 1 
(a)) that have prescribed length and internal diameter are expanded with a prescribed end diameter 
expansion rate and a prescribed diameter expansion length Li (Figure 1 (b)), and like metal pipes 30 are 
diffusion bonded to one another after the end faces are machine finished to a prescribed surface roughness 
(Figure 1 (c)), then it is possible to obtain metal pipe joint 32 in which the internal diameters di of the 
junctions have become larger than the internal diameters do of the non-conjugative regions as shown in 
Figure 1 (d). 

(0072) 

If mandrel 34 is inserted into one end of such a metal pipe joint 32 and mandrel 34 is moved towards the 
other end, then the internal diameter of metal pipe joint 32 enlarges, and it is possible to obtain metal pipe 
joint 32 thai has^a constant internal diameter d2 as shown in Figure 2 (b). 

(0073) 

At this time, the internal diameter d\ of the junction prior to pipe expansion has become greater than the 
internal diameters do of the non-conjugative regions, so the plastic stress of the junction at the time of pipe 
expansion becomes smaller than the plastic stress of the non-conjugative regions. Therefore, it becomes 
difficult for fissures to generate in the junction due to pipe expansion, even in the case in which heat- 
affected zones generate at the time of diffusion bonding and the deformability of the junction diminishes. 

(0074) 

Moreover, because the internal diameter di of the junction is larger than the internal diameter do of non- 
conjugative regions, the deformation resistance in the junction vicinity becomes small. The quantity of 
diminution becomes larger as the internal diameter di of the junction becomes larger or the diameter 
expansion length L| becomes longer. Therefore, the sum of the frictional resistance that mandrel 34 



receives at the time of pipe expansion becomes small in comparison to the case in which a metal pipe joint 
that has a imiform internal diameter is expanded, and motive energy is conserved in the pipe expansion 
operation. 
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(0075) 

Furthermore, even in the case in which the exterior diameters and wall thicknesses of each metal pipe 30 
vary within the dimensional tolerance, if the internal diameters in the end vicinity of metal pipes 30 are 
expanded and they are bonded after the internal diameters of all of the metal pipes 30 are aligned, then it is 
possible to reduce the level differences that generate on the inner periphery side of the junction of metal 
pipe joint 32. Therefore, with such a metal pipe joint 32, the danger that fissures that originate from level 
differences in the junction will generate is small, even if pipe expansion is performed. Moreover, stress 
concentration and the retention of corrosive substances become unlikely, so the strength, fatigue 
characteristics, and corrosion resistance of metal pipe joint 32 that was expanded will not diminish. 

(0076) 

Also, a diffusion bonding method is used as the bonding method in method A described above, but it would 
also be acceptable to use an arc welding method, and through this it would be possible to obtain the same 
results (called "method A'" hereafter). In this case, the internal diameters of the end vicinity of metal pipes 
30 are expanded with a prescribed end diameter expansion rate in the diameter expansion process, grooves 
are formed on metal pipes 30 in the end face finishing process, and these are butted and molten metal is 
clad in the grooves. 

(0077) 

Next, the manufacturing method of the metal pipe joint for pipe expansion of the second embodiment of the 
present invention will be explained. Figure 3 is a flow chart that shows the manufacturing method (called 
"method B" hereafter) of the metal pipe joint for pipe expansion of the second embodiment of the present 
invention. In Figure 3, method B comprises a diameter expansion process, a thread working process, and a 
fastening process. 

(0078) 

The diameter expansion process is a process in which, in the same manner as method A explained above, 
by enlarging only the internal diameter of the end vicinity within cylindrical metal pipe 40 as shown in 
Figure 3 (a) using an appropriate industrial tool, the metal pipe 40, in which the internal diameter of the end 
vicinity has been expanded at a prescribed end diameter expansion rate, is processed as shown in Figure 3 
(b). 

(0079) 

However, in the case of method B, it is desirable for the end diameter expansion rate to be greater than 
10%. If the end diameter expansion rate is less than 10%, the necessity to greatly plastic-deform the 
junctions in the pipe expansion process described later will arise, and if junctions that have been fastened 
through threaded connection methods are plastic-deformed, the thread become loose and the 
airtightness will diminish, so this is undesirable. 

(0080) 

Also, (a) the fact that any material that has deformabiUty that can withstand the pipe expansion can be used 
for metal pipe 40, (b) the fact that the expansion length L] can be arbitrarily chosen with consideration on 
sin^licity of processing of metal pipe 40, and (c) the fact that various methods can be used for the diameter 
expansion method are all the same as method A described above. 

(0081) 

Next, in the thread working process, external thread 40a is formed on the end of metal pipe 40 whose end 
internal diameter was expanded in the diameter expansion process, as shown in Figure 3 (c). Also, in the 
case of threaded connection methods, the load that can support the junctions is dependant upon the length 
L2 of the thread, so it is possible to arbitrarily establish thread length L2 according to the characteristics 
required by metal pipe joint 42. 



(0082) 



Next, the fastening process is a process in which like metal pipes 40, whose end internal diameters were 
expanded in the diameter expansion process and external thread 40a was established on the ends in the 
thread working process, are fastened to one another using coupling 44. Internal thread 44a that can screw 
into external thread 40a that was formed on metal pipes 40 is formed on coupling 44. Metal pipe joint 42 
that was obtained in this way is shown in Figure 3 (d). 

(0083) 

The manufactured metal pipe joint 42 is expanded in the same manner as with metal pipe joint 32 that was 
obtained through method A, and the internal diameter of metal pipe joint 42 is enlarged to the uniform size 
dz. Specifically, mandrel 34 is inserted from one end of metal pipe joint 42 as shown in Figure 4 (a), and 
the internal diameter of metal pipe joint 42 is expanded with a prescribed pipe expansion rate by movmg 
mandrel 34 towards the other end of metal pipe joint 42, as shown in Figure 4 (b). 

(0084) 

Here, in the case of method B, it is desirable to perform the pipe expansion of metal pipe joint 42 with a 
pipe expansion rate that is less than the end diameter expansion rate of metal pipe 40. If the pipe expansion 
rate exceeds the end diameter expansion rate, there is the danger that the junction will plastic-deform and 
the threads will become loose at the time of pipe expansion, so this is undesirable. Moreover, the junction 
vicinity is thick-walled because there is the coupling 44. Therefore, expandmg pipe with a pipe expansion 
rate that exceeds the end diameter expansion rate invites the increase of deformation resistance and a 
smooth pipe expansion operation becomes difficult, so this is undesirable. 

(0085) 

Next, the effects of method B will be explained. If the internal diameters of the end vicinity of metal pipes 
40 are expanded in advance such that the end diameter expansion rate is greater than 10%, and like metal 
pipes 40 are bonded to one another through a threaded connection method, then it is possible to easily 
obtain metal pipe joint 42 in which the internal diameter d| of the junction has become larger than the 
internal diameter do of the non-conjugative regions. 

(0086) 

If metal pipe joint 42 that was obtained in this way is expanded using a mandrel, for example, the 
deformation resistance of the junction vicinity becomes small in the same manner as with method A. 
Therefore, motive energy in the pipe expansion operation can be conserved in comparison to the case in 
which a metal pipe joint that has a uniform internal diameter is expanded. In addition, pipe expansion is 
performed with a pipe expansion rate that is less than the end diameter expansion rate, so the problem that 
is specific to threaded connection methods - the decrease of airtightness diat originates in the thread 
plastic-deformation - is solved. 

(0087) 

Next, the manufacturing method of a metal pipe joint for pipe expansion of the third embodiment of the 
present invention will be explained. Figure 5 (a) - (c) is a flow chart that shows the manufacturing method 
of a metal pipe joint for pipe expansion of the third embodiment of the present invention (called "method 
C hereafter). 

(0088) 

In the case of method C, the fact that any material that has deformability that can withstand the pipe 
expansion can be used for metal pipe 50 is the same as with method A. However, it differs from method A 
in that the ends of cylindrical metal pipes 50 are not expanded, but rather diffusion bonding is performed as 
they are, and the junction vicinity is deformed into a barrel shape at the time of diffusion bonding. 

(0089) 

Stated singly, the diameter of the end of cylindrical metal pipe 50 such as that shown in Figure 5 (a) is not 
expanded, 
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but instead they are butted and pressurized as they are (Figure 5 (b)), and the junction vicinity is heated 
through heat source 54. Also, as for the bonding method, a liquid phase diffusion bonding method that 
performs bonding by placing insert material 36 on the bonding boundary as shown in Figure 5 (b) may be 
used, or a solid phase diffusion bonding method that does not use insert material 36 may also be used. 

(0090) 

At this time, if the bonding conditions are appropriate, the bonding boundary vicinity is deformed into a 
barrel shape at the same time ftat diffusion bonding progresses on the bonding boundary, and it is possible 
to obtain metal pipe joint 52 in which the internal diameter dpj of the jimction has become larger than the 
internal diameter do of the non-conjugative regions as in Figure 5 (c). In the present invention, the 
increment of the internal diameter of the junction after diffusion bonding wiih respect to the minimum 
value of the internal diameter of the non-conjugative regions of the metal pipe is called the lateral 
expansion rate, and it is defined by the following Formula 3. 

(0091) 
(Fonnula 3) 

Lateral expansion rate = dy/do mni 
Where: 

D3: Internal diameter of the junction 

do jtm- Minimum value of the internal diameter of the non-conjugative regions 
(0092) 

In the case of method C, it is desirable for the lateral expansion rate to be greater than 1 .04. If the lateral 
expansion rate is less than 1.04, there is the danger that the necessity to greatly plastic-deform the junction 
will arise in the pipe expansion process described later and fissures will generate in the junction, so this is 
undesirable. 

(0093) 

Also, it would be acceptable to use the minimum expected value from the specifications as ihe minimum 
value do min the internal diameter of the non-conjugative regions, and the fact that an actual measurement 
may also be used is the same as for Formula 1 . Moreover, from the perspective reducing the plastic stress 
of ttie junction at the time of pipe expansion and restricting the generation of fissures, the larger the lateral 
expansion rate is the better. Furthermore, from the perspective of making the deformation resistance small 
in the pipe expansion process, the longer the length (called the "expansion length" hereafter, expressed by 
"L3" within Figure 5 (c)) of the portion whose internal diameter was increased through diffusion bonding is 
the better. 

(0094) 

Moreover, in the case of method C, it is necessary to actively plastic-deform the bonding boundary vicinity 
at the time of diffusion bonding, so with regard to the diffusion bonding conditions, it is necessary to select 
conditions obtained from the required lateral expansion rate, for exanq)le. Specifically, bonding should be 
performed under the following conditions. 

(0095) 

Swaply stated, it is ideal for the bonding temperature to be within a range that is greater than 1250°C and 
less than 1400°C. If the bonding temperature is less than 1250**C, portions of insert material 36 will not 
melt, or the diffusion of elements will not be conducted sufficiently, causing the bonding strength to 
diminish. Moreover, if the bonding ten^erature is too low, the deformation resistance of metal pipe 50 will 
become large and the prescribed lateral expansion rate will not be obtained, so this is undesirable. 
Furthermore, if the bonding temperature is greater than 1400®C, there is the danger that the parent material 
will melt, so this is also undesirable. 



(0096) 



It is ideal for the retention time of the bonding tenq)eratiire to be greater than 60 seconds. If the retention 
time is less than 60 seconds, it will not be possible to obtain a large lateral expansion rate, so this is 
undesirable. Also, from the perspective of making the lateral expansion rate large, the longer the retention 
time is the better, so the retention time should be adjusted such that the prescribed lateral expansion rate is 
obtained. 

(0097) 

Moreover, it is ideal for the pressure that is applied to the bonding boundary to be greater than 2 MPa. If 
the applied pressure is less than 2 MPa, it will not be possible to obtain a large lateral expansion rate, so 
this is undesirable. Also, in the case of method C, from the perspective of making the lateral expansion rate 
large, the greater the applied pressure is the better, and it may even be greater than 5 MPa. However, if the 
lateral expansion rate exceeds the pipe expansion rate, irregularities will remain in the bonding boundary 
vicinity even after pipe expansion, and the bonding strength will diminish. Accordingly, it is desirable to 
adjust the applied pressure such that the lateral expansion rate is less than the pipe expansion rate. 

(0098) 

Furthermore, it is desirable for the heating width of the junction vicinity to be greater than 20 mm. If the 
heating width is less than 20 mm, the lateral expansion rate will become small and the expansion length L3 
will become short, so this is undesirable. From the perspective of making the deformation resistance at the 
time of pipe expansion small, the larger the lateral expansion rate and the longer the expansion length L3 is 
the better, and therefore, it is better for the heating width to be long. 

(0099) 

Also, (a) the fact that it is desirable for the surface roughness Rmax of the bonding surface to be less than 
50 //m, (b) the fact that a Ni-family alloy or an Fe-family alloy of thickness less than 100 ^ whose melting 
point is less than 1200°C is preferable, and (c) the fact that there are no particular restrictions with regard to 
the shaped of insert material, and it is possible to use a foil, a powder, or a squamation insert material are 
all the same as with method A. 

(0100) 

Moreover, (a) the fact that a non-oxidizing atmosphere is preferable for the bonding atmosphere, and (b) 
the fact that high frequency induction heating or high frequency direct conduction heating that uses a high 
frequency current with a frequency less than 100 kHz is preferable for the heat source when performing 
diffrision bonding are also both the same as with method A. 

(0101) 

Next, pipe expansion is performed on metal pipe joint 52 that was manufactured as described above and 
has a prescribed lateral expansion rate. Specifically, mandrel 34 is inserted from one end of metal pipe joint 
52 as shown in Figure 5 (d), and mandrel 34 is then moved towards the other end of metal pipe joint 52. 

(0102) 

Also, (a) the fact that the pipe expansion rate may be arbitrarily chosen with consideration upon the 
deformability of metal pipe 50 and the application of metal pipe joint 52, and (b) the fact that it is possible 
to highly maintain the deformability of the junction vicinity if the bonding conditions are appropriate, so it 
is possible to perform pipe expansion with a pipe expansion rate that is greater than the end diameter 
expansion rate are both tfie same as with method A. 

(0103) 

Next, the effects of method C will be explained. If metal pipes 50 whose end internal diameters have not 
been expanded are butted, and the junction vicinity is actively plastic-deformed while like metal pipes 50 
are diffusion bonded to one another, then it is possible to easily obtain metal pipe joint 52 in which the 
internal diameter dj of the junction has become larger than the internal diameter do of the non-conjugative 
regions. 



(0104) 



If a metal pipe joint 52 that was obtained in this way is expanded using a mandrel for example, the 
deformation resistance of the junction vicinity becomes small in the same manner as with method A. 
Therefore, in comparison to the case in which a metal pipe joint that has a uniform internal diameter is 
expanded. 
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it is possible to perform the pipe expansion operation smoothly, and it is also possible to conserve motive 
energy in the pipe expansion operation. 

(0105) 

Moreover, because the internal diameter of the junction has become larger, it is possible to reduce the 
plastic stress of the junction at the time of pipe expansion. Therefore, as with method A, even in the case in 
which heat-affected regions generate in the junction vicinity and the deformabihty is diminished, the 
generation of fissures in the junction due to pipe expansion becomes unlikely, and it is possible to obtain a 
metal pipe joint that is superior with respect to strength and airtightness. 

(0106) 

(Embodiment 1) 

Pipe expansion was performed on a metal pipe joint using method A. A carbon steel pipe made from 
American Petroleum Institution Grade H40 (this is notated as "API H40" hereafter) with an external 
diameter of 7 inches (178 mm) and wall thickness 0.231 inches (6 mm) was used for the metal pipe, and the 
end internal diameter of this steel pipe was expanded such that the end diameter expansion rate was 5%. 

(0107) 

Next, the end face of the expanded metal pipe was finished such that the surface roughness Rmax is less 
than 30 /im, a Ni-family alloy foil with melting point of 1050°C and thickness of 50 /im that has a 
con^osition equivalent to JIS BNi-3 was placed on the bonding boundary of the metal pipe, and liquid 
phase diffusion bonding was performed. Furthermore, the obtained metal pipe joint was expanded using a 
mandrel such that the pipe expansion rate was 25%. 

(0108) 

Also, a high frequency induction heating method that uses a high frequency current with a frequency of 3 
kHz was used as the heating method for the junction. Moreover, the bonding conditions were such that the 
bonding temperature was 1300°C, the retention time was 180 seconds, and the applied pressure was 4 MPa, 
and bonding was performed in an Ar atmosphere. 

(0109) 

(Embodiments 2-3, Cong)arative Examples 1 , 2) 

Apart from respectively setting the end diameter expansion rates of metal pipes 30 to 0% (Comparative 
Exanple 1), 3% (Comparative Exan^)le 2), 20% (Embodiment 2), and 25% (Embodiment 3), the 
manufacturing and expansion of the metal pipe joints were performed in accordance with the same 
procedures as with Embodiment L 

(0110) 

With respect to the metal pipe joints that were obtained in Embodiments 1-3 and Comparative Examples 1 
- 2, the maximum value of the level differences that generated on the inner periphery side of the junctions 
after bonding (this is simply called the "maximum level difference" hereafter) was measured. Moreover, a 
penetrant test was performed with respect to the junction surface after pipe expansion, and the presence of 
cracks was investigated. Furthermore, after the level differences alone that generated on the external 
periphery of the expanded joint were grinded with a grinder and set to less than 0.5 mm, an API 1 104 
specimen was extracted from this joint and tensile tests were conducted. The results are shown in Table 1. 



(0111) 
(Table 1) 
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(0112) 

In Comparative Example 1 in which the end diameter expansion rate was taken to be 0%, the maximum 
level difference reached 4 mm. Moreover, multiple fissures were recognized in the penetrant test after pipe 
expansion. Furthermore, the tensile strength exhibited low strength of 283 MPa, and the specimen broke 
away from the bonding boundary. 



(0113) 

In Comparative Example 2 in which the end diameter expansion rate was taken to be 3%, the maximum 
level difference fell to 1 nun. Moreover, significant fissures were recognized in the junction in the 
penetrant test after pipe expansion, but the number of fissures was less than in Comparative Exan^le 1 . 



Accordingly, the tensile strength improved to 467 MPa, but the specimen broke away from the bonding 
boundary. 

(0114) 

In contrast to this, in Embodiments 1, 2, and 3 in which the end diameter expansion rates were respectively 
taken to be 5%, 20%, and 25%, the maximum level differences all fell to 0.5 mm. Moreover, no fissures 
were recognized on the bonding boundary in the penetrant tests following pipe expansion in any of the 
embodiments. Furthermore, the bonding strengths all exhibited strengths greater than 700 MPa, which is 
equivalent to diat of the parent material, and the specimens broke away from the parent material side. 

(0115) 

From the above results, it became clear that if the end internal diameter of the metal pipe is expanded 
before the metal pipes are bonded such that a value greater than the prescribed end diameter expansion rate 
is achieved, it is possible to make the maximum level difference small. Moreover, it became clear that the 
greater the end diameter expansion rate is made, the more difficult it will be for fissures to generate in the 
junction at the time of pipe expansion, and a metal pipe joint with higher bonding strength can be obtained. 

(0116) 

(Embodiment 4) 

Pipe expansion was performed on a metal pipe joint using method A. A carbon steel pipe made from API 
H40 with an external diameter of 7 inches (178 mm) and wall thickness 0.23 1 inches (6 mm) was used for 
the metal pipe, and the end internal diameter of this steel pipe was expanded such that the end diameter 
expansion rate was 15%. 



(11) Japanese Unexamined Patent Application 2000- 1 07870 

(0117) 

Next, the end face of the expanded metal pipe was finished such that the surface roughness Rmax is less 
than 30 fim^ an Fe-3B-3Si-lC alloy foil with melting point of 1200°C and thickness of 40 fixn was placed 
on the bonding boundary of the metal pipe, and liquid phase diffusion bonding was performed. 
Furthermore, the obtained metal pipe joint was expanded using a mandrel such that the pipe expansion rate 
was 25%. 

(0118) 

Also, a high frequency induction heating method that uses a high frequency current with a frequency of 3 
kHz was used as the heating method for the jimction. Moreover, the bonding conditions were such diat the 
bonding temperature was 12S0°C, die retention time was 60 seconds, and the applied pressure was 4 MPa, 
and bonding was performed in an Ar atmosphere. 

(0119) 

(Embodiment 5) 

A Ni-family alloy foil with a melting point of 1 140°C and thickness of 40 fim that has a conq>osition 
equivalent to JIS BNi-5 was used as an insert material, and apart from retaining for 120 seconds at HOO^'C, 
the manufacturing and expansion of the metal pipe joint were performed in accordance with the same 
procedures as with Embodiment 4. 

(0120) 

(Embodiment 6) 

A Ni-family alloy foil with a melting point of 1 HO'^C and thickness of 40 fim that has a conq)osition 
equivalent to JIS BNi-5 was used as an insert material, and apart from setting the bonding ten^rature to 
1400®C and the retention time to 300 seconds, the manufacturing and expansion of the metal pipe joint 
were performed in accordance with the same procedures as with Embodiment 4. 

(0121) 

(Con[q)arative £xanq>le 3) 

An Fe-2B-lSi alloy foil with a melting point of 1290°C and thickness of 40 was used as an insert 
material, and apart from setting the bonding temperature to 1400°C, the retention time to 300 seconds, and 
the applied pressure to 5 MPa, the manufacturing and expansion of the metal pipe joint were performed in 
accordance with the same procedures as with Embodiment 4. 

(0122) 

With respect to the metal pipe joints that were obtained in Embodiments 4-6 and Conq)arative Exanq)le 3, 
maximum level difference tests, penetrant tests, and tensile tests were conducted in accordance with the 
same procedures as with Embodiment 1 . The results are shown in Table 2. 



(0123) 
(Table 2) 
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(0124) 

In Con^arative Example 3 in which an insert material with a melting point of 1290°C was used, although 
the retention time was taken to be 300 seconds, fissures were recognized in the junction in the penetrant test 
following pipe expansion. Moreover, the tensile strength was 417 MPa and the specimen broke away from 
the bonding boundary. This is thought to have been because the diffusion of elements is not sufficiently 
performed on the bonding boundary because the melting point of the insert material is high, and thus the 
deformabihty of the bonding boundary vicinity is diminished. 



(0125) 



In contrast to this, in Embodiment 4 in which an insert material with a melting point of IZOO'^C was used, 
and in Embodiments 5 and 6 in which an insert material with a melting point of 1 140°C was used, no 
fissures were recognized on the bonding boundary in the penetrant test following pipe expansion for any of 
the embodiments. Moreover, the bonding strengths all exhibited strengths greater than 700 MPa, which is 
equivalent to that of the parent material, and the specimens broke away from the parent material side. 

(0126) 

Also, all of the end diameter expansion rates of the metal pipes were taken to be 15% in Embodiments 3-6 
and Conparative Example 3, so all of the maximum level differences were 0.5 mm. 

(0127) 

From the above results, it became clear that if an insert material with a melting point that is less than 
1200°C is used in the case in which metal pipes are liquid phase dif^sion bonded, then fissures will not 
generate on the junction following pipe expansion and metal pipe joints with high bond strength can be 
obtained. 

(0128) 

(Embodiment 7) 

Pipe expansion was performed on a metal pipe joint using method A. A carbon steel pipe made from API 
H40 with an external diameter of 7 inches (178 mm) and wall thickness 0.231 inches (6 mm) was used for 
the metal pipe, 
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and the end internal diameter of this steel pipe was expanded such that the end diameter expansion rate was 
15%. 

(0129) 

Next, the end face of the expanded metal pipe was finished such that the surface roughness Rmax is less 
than 30 //m, a squamation Ni-family alloy with a melting point of 1 140°C that has a composition equivalent 
to JIS BNi-5 was placed on the bonding boundary of the metal pipe such that the thickness was 1 00 fim, 
and liquid phase diffusion bonding was performed. Furthermore, the obtained metal pipe joint was 
expanded using a mandrel such that the pipe expansion rate was 25%. 

(0130) 

Also, a high frequency induction heating method that uses a high frequency current with a frequency of 3 
kHz was used as the heating method for the junction. Moreover, the bonding conditions were such diat the 
bonding temperature was 1300°C, the retention time was 1 80 seconds, and the applied pressure was 4 MPa, 
and bonding was performed in an Ar atmosphere. 

(0131) 

(Embodiment 8) 

A Ni-family alloy powder that has a conposition equivalent to JIS BNi-5 was used as an insert material, 
and this was placed on the bonding boundary of the metal pipe such that the thickness was 30 fim. Apart 
from retaining for 60 seconds at the bonding temperature, the manufacturing and expansion of the metal 
pipe joint were performed in accordance with the same procedures as with Embodiment 7. 

(0132) 

(Embodiment 9) 

A Ni-family alloy foil with thickness of 40 ptm that has a con^osition equivalent to JIS BNi-5 was used as 
an insert material, and apart from setting the bonding temperature to 1250°C and the retention time to 60 
seconds, the manufacturing and expansion of the metal pipe joint were performed in accordance with the 
same procedures as with Embodiment 7. 

(0133) 

(Comparative Example 4) 

A Ni-family alloy foil with thickness of 200 //m that has a composition equivalent to JIS BNi-5 was used as 
an insert material, and apart from setting the bonding temperature to 1400°C and the retention time to 300 
seconds, the manufacturing and expansion of the metal pipe joint were performed in accordance with the 
same procedures as with Embodiment 7. 

(0134) 

(Comparative Exanqjle 5) 

A Ni-family alloy foil with thickness of 40 //m that has a conq>osition equivalent to JIS BNi-5 was used as 
an insert material, and apart from settmg the bonding temperature to 1450°C and the retention time to 60 
seconds, the manufacturing and expansion of the metal pipe joint were performed in accordance with the 
same procedures as with Embodiment 7. 

(0135) 

With respect to the metal pipe joints that were obtained in Embodiments 7-9 and Comparative Examples 4 
- 5, maximimi level difference tests, penetrant tests, and tensile tests were conducted in accordance with the 
same procedures as with Enibodiment 1 . The results are shown in Table 3. 



(0136) 
(Table 3) 
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(0137) 

In Comparative Exanple 4 in which the thickness of the insert material was taken as 200 /vm, although the 
retention time was taken to be 300 seconds, fissures were recognized in the junction in the penetrant test 
following pipe expansion. Moreover, the tensile strength was 588 MPa, and the specimen broke away from 
the bonding boxmdary. This is thought to have been because the elements contained in the insert material 
were not sufficientiy diffused because the insert material was thick, and thus the deformability of the 
bonding boundary vicinity was diminished. 



(0138) 



Moreover, in Comparative Example 5 in which the bonding temperature was taken as 1450**C, melting 
damage occurred in the junction vicinity. Also, Assures were recognized in the junction in the penetrant test 
following pipe expansion. Furthermore, the tensile strength was 657 MPa, and the specimen broke away 
from the bonding boundary. 

(0139) 

In contrast to this, in Embodiments 7, 8, and 9 in which the thickness of the insert material was set below 
100 ;/m and the bonding temperature was set below 1400°C, no melting damage was recognized in any of 
the jimctions, and no fissures were recognized on the bonding boundary in the penetrant test following pipe 
expansion for any of the embodiments. Moreover, the bonding strengths all exhibited strengths greater than 
700 MPa, which is equivalent to that of the parent material, and the specimens broke away from the parent 
material side. 

(0140) 

Also, all of the end diameter expansion rates of the metal pipes were taken to be 1 5% in Embodiments 7-9 
and Comparative Exan^les 4 - 5, so all of the maximum level differences were 0.5 mm. 

(0141) 

From the above results, it became clear that if the width of the insert material is set to 100 ;mi in the case in 
which metal pipes are liquid phase diffusion bonded, then fissures will not generate on the junction 
following pipe expansion and metal pipe joints with high bond strength can be obtained. Moreover, it also 
became clear that it is necessary to set the bonding temperature to less than MOO'^C in order to suppress 
melting damage of the junction. 
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(0142) 

(Embodiment 10) 

Pipe expansion was performed on a metal pipe joint using method A. A carbon steel pipe made from API 
H40 with an external diameter of 7 inches (178 mm) and wall thickness 0.231 inches (6 mm) was used for 
the metal pipe, and the end internal diameter of this steel pipe was expanded such that the end diameter 
expansion rate was 15%. 

(0143) 

Next, the end face of the expanded metal pipe was finished such that the surface roughness Rmax is less 
than 30 /^m, a Ni-family alloy foil with a melting point of 1 140°C and thickness of 40 fim that has a 
composition equivalent to JIS BNi-5 was placed on the bonding boundary of the metal pipe, and liquid 
phase difiiision bonding was performed. Furthermore, the obtained metal pipe joint was expanded using a 
mandrel such that the pipe expansion rate was 25%. 

(0144) 

Also, a high frequency induction heating method that uses a high frequency current with a frequency of 3 
kHz was used as the heating method for the junction. Moreover, the bonding conditions were such that the 
bonding temperature was 1400°C, the retention time was 30 seconds, and the applied pressure was 5 MPa, 
and bonding was performed in an Ar atmosphere. 

(0145) 

(Embodiment 11) 

Apart from setting the retention time at the bonding ten^erature to 300 seconds and the applied pressure to 
1.5 MPa, the manufacturing and expansion of the metal pipe joint were performed in accordance with the 
same procedures as with Embodiment 10. 

(0146) 

(Conq)arative £xanq>le 6) 

Apart from setting the retention time at the bonding temperature to 15 seconds, the manufacturing and 
expansion of the metal pipe joint were performed in accordance with the same procedures as with 
Embodiment 10. 

(0147) 

(Comparative Exan^le 7) 

A Ni-family alloy foil with thickness of 30 //m that has a conq>osition equivalent to JIS BNi-5 was used as 
an insert material, and apart from setting the retention time at the bonding temperature to 300 seconds and 
the applied pressure to 1 MPa, the manufacturing and expansion of the metal pipe joint were performed in 
accordance with the same procedures as with Embodiment 10. 

(0148) 

(Comparative Example 8) 

Apart from setting the bonding temperature to 1250°C, the retention time to 300 seconds, and the applied 
pressure to 7 MPa, the manufacturing and expansion of the metal pipe joint were performed in accordance 
with the same procedures as with Embodiment 10. 

(0149) 

With respect to the metal pipe joints that were obtained in Embodiments 10-11 and Comparative 

Examples 6-8, maximimi level difference tests, penetrant tests, and tensile tests were conducted in 
accordance with the same procedures as with Embodiment 1 . The results are shown in Table 4. 



(0150) 
(Table 4) 
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In Con5)arative Example 6 in which the retention time at the bonding ten^erature was taken as 1 5 seconds, 
fissures were recognized in the junction in the penetrant test following pipe expansion. Moreover, the 
tensile strength was 563 MPa, and the specimen broke away from the bonding boundary. This is thought to 
have been because the diffusion of elements was not sufficiently performed becau^p the retention time was 
short, and thus the deformability of the bonding boundary vicinity was diminished. 



(0152) 

Moreover, in Conq^arative Exan^le 7 in which the applied pressure was taken as 1 MPa, although the 
retention time at the bonding tenq>erature was taken as 300 seconds, fissures were recognized in the 



junction in the penetrant test followdng pipe expansion. Also, the tensile strength was 628 MPa, and the 
specimen broke away from the bonding boundary. This is thought to have been because the bonding 
boundary did not sufficiently adhere and partially unbonded portions generated because the apphed 
pressure was low, and therefore the deformability of the entire bonding boundary was diminished. 



Furthermore, in Comparative Example 8 in which the applied pressure was taken as 7 MPa, although the 
bonding temperature was reduced to 1250''C, excessive deformation occurred in the junction vicinity. 
Moreover, fissures were recognized in the junction in the penetrant test following pipe expansion. 
Furthermore, the tensile strength was 687 MPa, and the specimen broke away from the bonding boundary. 

(0154) . . 

In contrast to ^s, m Embodiment 10 in which the applied pressure was set to 5 MPa and the retention time 
was set to 30 seconds, and in Embodiment 1 1 in which the applied pressure was set to 1 .5 MPa and the 
retention time was set to 300 seconds, no fissures were recognized on the bonding boundary in the 
penetrant test following pipe expansion for either of the embodiments. Moreover, the bonding strengths 
both exhibited strengths greater than 700 MPa, which is equivalent to that of the parent material, and the 
specimens broke away from the parent material side. 
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Alsofall of the end diameter expansion rates of the metal pipes were taken to be 15% in Embodiments 10 - 
1 1 and Con5>arative Examples 6 - 8, so all of the maximum level differences were 0.5 mm. 

(0156) u 
From the above results, it became clear that if the appUed pressure is set greater than 1 .5 MPa and less than 
5 MPa in the case in which metal pipes are liquid phase diffusion bonded, then fissures will not generate on 
the junction following pipe expansion and metal pipe joints with high bond strength can be obtained. 

(0157) 

(Embodiment 12) 

Pipe expansion was performed on a metal pipe joint using method A. A steel pipe was used with an 
external diameter of 10.75 inches (269 mm) and wall thickness 0.5 inches (13 mm) made from American 
Petroleum Institution Grade LC52-1200 (called "LC52-1200" hereafter), which is a type of martensitic 
stainless steel, and the end internal diameter of diis steel pipe was expanded such that the end diameter 
expansion rate was 15%. 

(0158) . 
Next, the end face of the expanded steel pipe was finished such that the surface roughness Rmax is less 
than 50 /im, a Ni-family alloy foil with melting point of 1 140°C and diickness of 40 that has a 
composition equivalent to JIS BNi-5 was placed on the bonding boundary of the metal pipe, and liquid 
phase diffusion bonding was performed. Furthermore, the obtained metal pipe joint was expanded using a 
mandrel such that the pipe expansion rate was 25%. 

(0159) 

Also, a high frequency induction heating method that uses a high frequency current with a frequency of 3 
kHz was used as the heating method for the junction. Moreover, the bonding conditions were such that the 
bonding temperature was 1300°C, the retention time was 120 seconds, and the applied pressure was 4 MPa, 
and bonding was performed in an Ar atmosphere. 

(0160) 

(Embodiment 13) 

Apart from setting the bonding temperature to 1 350^C, the retention time to 2 1 0 seconds, the applied 
pressure to 3.5 MPa, and the frequency of the high firequency current that flows through the induction coil 
to 100 kHz, the manufacturing and expansion of the metal pipe joint were performed in accordance with 
the same procedures as with Embodiment 12. 

(0161) 

(Embodiment 14) 

Apart from setting the bonding temperature to 1350°C, the retention time to 210 seconds, the applied 
pressure to 3.5 MPa, and performing bonding widi a high frequency direct conduction heating method that 
uses a high frequency current with frequency of 25 kHz. the manufacturing and expansion of the metal pipe 
joint were performed in accordance with the same procedures as with Embodiment 12. 

(0162) 

(Conq>arative Example 9) 

Apart from setting the surface roughness Rmax of the bonding surface to 100 /mi, the bonding temperature 
to 1400°C, and the retention time to 300 seconds, the manufacturing and expansion of the metal pipe joint 
were performed in accordance with the same procedures as with Embodiment 12. 

(0163) 

(Conparative Example 10) 

Apart from setting the retention time at the bonding temperature to 300 seconds, the applied pressure to 5 
MPa, and the frequency of the high frequency current that flows through the induction coil to 400 kHz, the 



manufacturing and expansion of the metal pipe joint were performed in accordance with the same 
procedures as with Embodiment 12. 

(0164) 

With respect to the metal pipe joints that were obtained in Embodiments 12-14 and Comparative 
Exan:q)les 9-10, maximum level difference tests, penetrant tests, and tensile tests were conducted 
accordance with the same procedures as with Embodiment 1 . The results are shown in Table 5. 



(0165) 
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(0166) 

In Con:q>arative Exan^le 9 in which the surface roughness Rmax of the bonding boundary was set to 
100 pasiy although diffusion bonding was performed under conditions of relatively high temperature, high 
pressure, and long time, fissures were recognized in the jimction in the penetrant test following pipe 
expansion. Moreover, the tensile strength was 477 MPa, and the specimen broke away from the bonding 
boundary. This is thought to have been because it was not possible to fill with melted Ni alloy the 
irregularities that were present on the bonding boundary because the surface texture was rough, and 
therefore the deformabUity of the entire bonding boundary was diminished. 



(0167) 



Likewise, in Con^arative Exan^le 10 in which induction heating was performed using a high frequency 
current with a frequency of 400 MPa [sic], although diffusion bonding was performed under conditions of 
relatively high ten^erature, high pressure, and long time, fissures were recognized in the junction in the 
penetrant test following pipe expansion. Moreover, the tensile strength was 43 1 MPa, and the specimen 
broke away from the bonding boundary. This is thought to have been because the entire bonding boundary 
did not heat uniformly and unbonded portions generated on the inner periphery side of the metal pipe 
because the frequency was high, and therefore the deformability of the entire bonding boundary was 
diminished. 

(0168) 

In contrast to this, in Embodiments 12 - 14 in which the surface roughness Rmax of the bonding boundary 
was set to 50 and a high frequency current with a frequency less than 100 kHz was used, no fissures 
were recognized on the bonding boundary in the penetrant test following pipe expansion for any of the 
embodiments. Moreover, the bonding strengths all exhibited strengths greater than 700 MPa, which is 
equivalent to that of the parent material, and the specimens broke away from the parent material side. 

(0169) 

Also, all of the end diameter expansion rates of the metal pipes were taken to be 15% in Embodiments 12 - 
14 and Comparative Examples 9 - 10, so all of the maximum level differences were 0.5 mm. 
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(0170) 

From the above results, it became clear that if the surface roughness Rmax of the bonding boundary is set 
to 50 /an in the case in which metal pipes are liquid phase diffusion bonded, then fissures will not generate 
on the junction following pipe expansion and metal pipe joints with high bond strength can be obtained. 
Moreover, it became clear that if the frequency of the high frequency cxirrent is set below 100 kHz in the 
case in which the bonding boundary is heated through high frequency induction heating or high frequency 
direct conduction heating, it is possible to restrain the reduction of deformability that originates from the 
generation of unbonded portions. 

(0171) 

(Embodiment 15) 

Pipe expansion was performed on a metal pipe joint using method B. A carbon steel pipe made from API 
40H with an external diameter of 7 inches (178 mm) and wall thickness 0.231 inches (6 mm) was used for 
the metal pipe, and the end internal diameter of this steel pipe was expanded such that the end diameter 
expansion rate was 10%. 

(0172) 

Next, external thread was established on the end faces of the expanded metal pipes, and like metal pipes 
were fastened to one another with a coupling that has internal thread that can screw into this external 
thread. Furthermore, the obtained metal pipe joint was expanded using a mandrel such that the pipe 
expansion rate was 10%. 

(0173) 

(Embodiment 16) 

Apart from setting the end diameter expansion rate of the metal pipe to 25% and expanding the metal pipe 
joint with a 25% pipe expansion rate, the manufacturing and expansion of the metal pipe joint were 
performed in accordance with the same procedures as with Embodiment 15. 

(0174) 

(Embodiment 16 [sic]) 

Apart from using as the metal pipe a steel pipe made from LC52-1200 with an external diameter of 10.75 
inches (273 mm) and wall thickness 0.5 inches (127 mm), setting the end diameter expansion rate to 25%, 
and expanding the metal pipe joint with a 25% pipe expansion rate, the manufacturing and expansion of the 
metal pipe joint were performed in accordance with the same procedures as with Embodiment 15. 

(0175) 

(Comparative Exanq>le 11) 

Apart from setting the end diameter expansion rate of the metal pipe to 0%, the manufacturing and 
expansion of the metal pipe joint were performed in accordance with the same procedures as with 
Embodiment IS. 

(0176) 

(Comparative Example 12) 

Apart from using as the metal pipe a steel pipe made from LC52-1200 with an external diameter of 10.75 
inches (273 mm) and wall thickness 0.5 inches (127 mm), setting the end diameter expansion rate to 15%, 
and expanding the metal pipe joint with a 25% pipe expansion rate, the manufacturing and expansion of the 
metal pipe joint were performed in accordance with the same procedures as with Embodiment 15. 

(0177) 

Hydraulic pressure tests were conducted with respect to each of the metal pipe joints that were obtained in 
Embodiments 15-17 and Con^arative Exan:q[>les 11-12. The results are shown in Table 6. 



(0178) 
(Table 6) 
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(0179) 

With respect to Comparative Examph 1 1 in which the end diameter expansion rate was set to 0% and the 
metal pipe joint was expanded with a 10% pipe expansion rate, water leaks generated from the junction 
after having performed a hydraulic pressure test with 2 100 psi pressure. 



(0180) 

In contrast to this, in Embodiment 15 in which both the end diameter expansion rate and the pipe expansion 
rate were set to 10%, and in Embodiment 16 in which both the end diameter expansion rate and the pipe 
expansion rate were set to 25%, water leaks did not generate from either of the junctions even when 
hydraulic pressure tests were performed with 2100 psi pressure. 

(0181) 

Moreover, with respect to Con:q)arative Example 12 in which the end diameter expansion rate was set to 
15% and the metal pipe joint was expanded with a 20% pipe expansion rate, water leaks generated from the 
junction after having performed a hydraulic pressure test with 3000 psi pressure, 

(0182) 

In contrast to this, in Embodiment 17 in which both the end diameter expansion rate and the pipe expansion 
rate were set to 25%, water leaks did not generate from the junction even when a hydraulic pressure test 
was performed with 3000 psi pressure, and a satisfactory metal pipe joint was obtained. 

(0183) 

From the above results, it became clear that, in the case in which a metal pipe joint that was bonded with a 
threaded coimection method is expanded, if pipe expansion is performed with a pipe expansion rate that is 
less than the end diameter expansion rate, a metal pipe joint that is superior Mdth respect to airtightness can 
be obtained. 

(0184) 

(Embodiment 18) 

Pipe expansion was performed on a metal pipe joint using method C. A steel pipe made from STKM12B 
(JIS G3445) with an external diameter of 140 mm and wall thickness of 7 mm was used for the metal pipe. 
The end face of this steel pipe was finished such that the surface roughness Rmax is less than 30 ^mi, a Ni- 
family alloy foil with a melting point of 1050''C and thickness of 50 /im that has a composition equivalent 
to JIS BNi-3 was placed on the bonding boundary, and diffusion bonding was performed. Furthermore, the 



obtained metal pipe joint was expanded with a mandrel such that the pipe expansion rate was between 5 - 
25%. 



(0185) 

Also, a high frequency induction heating method that used a high frequency current with a frequency of 3 
kHz was used as the heating method for the junction, and two types of coils were used for the heating coils 
- a coil in which the heating width is 20 mm, and a coil in which the heating width is 40 mm. 
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(0188) 

It can be seen from Table 7 that the expansion length becomes longer as a heating coil with a long heating 
width is used. In other words, it can be seen that the expansion length becomes 40 - 50 nun if the heating 
width is set to 20 mm, and the expansion length becomes 80 - 90 mm if the heating width is set to 40 mm. 

(0189) 

Moreover, it can be seen from Table 7 that, in the case in which the expansion length is set between 40 - 50 
mm, a metal pipe joint is obtained in which pipe expansion can be performed with a larger pipe expansion 
rate as the lateral expansion rate becomes larger. 

(0190) 

Stated simply, in the case in which the lateral expansion rate is 1 .00, cracks abready generated on the 
bonding boundary when the pipe expansion rate was 10%, and a sound metal pipe joint was not obtained 
(Test Number 1). When the lateral expansion rate was set to 1.02, a sound metal pipe joint was obtained in 
the case in which the pipe expansion rate was less than 15%, but fissures generated in the junction when the 
pipe expansion rate was greater than 20% (Test Number 3). 

(0191) 

In contrast to this, when the lateral expansion rate was set greater than 1.04 (Test Numbers 5, 7, 9, and 11), 
no fissures generated in the junctions even when the pipe expansion rate was set to 20%, and sound metal 
pipe joints that have strengths equivalent to the parent material were obtained. 

(0192) 

The case in which the expansion length was set between 80 - 90 mm was the same, and it can be seen that a 
metal pipe joint is obtained in which pipe expansion can be performed with a larger pipe expansion rate as 
the lateral expansion rate becomes larger (Test Numbers 2, 4, 6, 8, 10). 

(0193) 

Furthermore, it can be seen from Table 7 that, in the case in which the lateral expansion rate is made to be 
uniform, there is a tendency for metal pipe joints to be obtained that can withstand pipe expansion with a 
larger pipe expansion rate as the expansion length becomes longer. In other words, in the case in which the 
lateral expansion rate was 1.02 and the expansion length was 40 mm, fissures generated in the junction 
when pipe expansion was perforaied with a pipe expansion rate of 20% (Test Number 3). On the other 
hand, in the case in which the expansion length was set to 80 ram, no fissures generated in the joint even 
when pipe expansion was performed with a pipe expansion rate of 20%, and a sound joint that has strength 
equivalent to the parent material was obtained (Test Number 4). 

(0194) 

Likewise, in the case in which the lateral expansion rate was 1 .04 and the expansion length was 45 mm, 
fissures generated in the junction when pipe expansion was performed with a pipe expansion rate of 25% 
(Test Number 5). On the other hand, in the case in which the expansion length was set to 90 mm, no 
fissures generated in the junction even when pipe expansion was performed with a pipe expansion rate of 
25%, and a sound joint that has the strength equivalent to the parent material was obtained (Test 
Number 6). 

(0195) 

From the above results, it became clear that if metal pipes whose ends have not been expanded are butted 
and the bonding boundary vicinity is deformed into a barrel shape with a prescribed lateral expansion rate 
at the time of diffusion bonding, then fissures will not generate in the junction even in the case in which 
pipe expansion is performed with a high pipe expansion rate, and a sound metal pipe joint with high 
bonding strength can be obtained. 
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(0196) 

(Embodiment 19) 

Pipe expansion was performed on a metal pipe joint using method A\ A carbon steel pipe made from API 
H40 with an external diameter of 7 inches (178 mm) and wall diickness 0.231 inches (6 mm) was used for 
the metal pipe, and the end internal diameter of this steel pipe was expanded such that the end diameter 
expansion rate was 5%. 

(0197) 

Next, grooves were formed on the end faces of the expanded metal pipes, and the metal pipes were welded 
with a gas shield arc welding method. Furthermore, the obtained metal pipe joint was expanded using a 
mandrel such that the pipe expansion rate was 25%. 

(0198) 

Also, welding was performed using JIS YGW21 (01.2 mm) as the welding wire and a mixed gas of Ar + 
20%CO2 as the shield gas, with a 280A welding current. 

(0199) 

(Embodiments 20-21, Con:q)arative Examples 13-14) 

Apart from respectively setting the end diameter expansion rates of metal pipes 30 to 0% (Comparative 
Exan^)le 13), 3% (Con^arative Example 14), 10% (Embodiment 20), and 15% (Embodiment 21), the 
manu&cturing and expansion of the metal pipe joints were performed in accordance with the same 
procedures as with Embodiment 19. 

(0200) 

With respect to the metal pipe joints that were obtained in Embodiments 19-21 and Comparative 
Exan:q)les 13 - 14, penetrant tests and tensile tests were performed in accordance with the same procedures 
as with Embodiment 1. The results are shown in Table 8. 

(0201) 
(Table 8) 
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(0202) 

In Conqparative Example 13 in which the end diameter expansion rate was set to 0%, multiple fissures were 
recognized in the junction in the penetrant test following pipe expansion. Furthennore, the tensile strength 
exhibited low strength of 3 1 7 MPa, and the specimen broke away from the welded section. 



(0203) 

Likewise, in Comparative Example 14 in which the end diameter expansion rate was set to 3%, significant 
fissures were recognized in the junction in the penetrant test following pipe expansion, but the number of 
fissures was less than in Comparative Exan^le 13. Accordingly, the tensile strength improved to 495 MPa, 
but the specimen broke away from the welded section. 

(0204) 

In contrast to this, in Embodiments 19, 20, and 21 in which the end diameter expansion rates were 
respectively set to 5%, 10%, and 15%, no fissures were recognized on the bonding boundary in the 
penetrant tests following pipe expansion in any of the embodiments. Furthermore, the bonding strengths all 
exhibited strengths greater than 700 MPa, which is equivalent to that of the parent material, and the 
specimens broke away from the parent material side. 

(0205) 

From the above results, it became clear that if the end internal diameter of the metal pipe is expanded 
before the metal pipes are welded such that a value greater than the prescribed end diameter expansion rate 
is achieved, it becomes more difficult for fissures to generate on the junction at the time of pipe expansion 
as the end diameter expansion rate becomes larger, and a metal pipe joint with higher bonding strength can 
be obtained. 

(0206) 

The embodiments of the present invention were described in detail above, but the present invention is in no 
way limited to the embodiments described above, and various alterations are possible within a scope that 
does not deviate from the purport of the present invention. 

(0207) 

For exanq)le, there are no particular restrictions regarding the shape of the mandrel that is used for pipe 
expansion, and it would be acceptable to use a tapered mandrel or a mandrel that has a roller on the tapered 
surface. 

(0208) 

Moreover, there are also no particular restrictions regarding the drive means for the mandrel. For exaimple, 
it would be acceptable to affix a shaft to the base surface of the mandrel, and then drive the mandrel into 
the metal pipe joint using that shafr. 
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Alternatively, it would also be acceptable to apply hydraulic pressure to the base surface of the mandrel, 
and then move it through the metal pipe joint from one end to the other with hydraulic pressure. 

(0209) 

Moreover, in the embodiments described above, a difiusion bonding method, a threaded connection 
method, or a welding method was used to bond metal pipe joints in which the internal diameter of the 
junction has become larger than the internal diameter of the non-conjugative regions, but the bonding 
method of the metal pipes joints is not limited to these methods. For example, it would also be acceptable 
to form a metal pipe joint by bonding metal pipes with a friction pressure welding method. 

(0210) 

Furthermore, the metal pipe joint for pipe expansion and its manufacturing method of the present invention 
are particularly suited for oil well pipes for casing that is buried beneath the earth and the manufacturing 
method thereof, but the applications of the present invention are not limited to oil well pipes, and it is 
possible to use them as casing that is used in natural gas wells, geothermal wells, hot spring wells, and 
water wells, or as line pipe that is laid on the ground surface or as plumbing for plants and the 
manufacturing methods thereof. By doing so, it is possible to obtain effects equivalent to those of the 
embodiments above. 



(0211) 

(Effects of the Invention) 

The metal pipe joint for pipe expansion and its manufacturing method of the present invention uses an 
industrial tool such as a mandrel to expand a metal pipe joint in which the internal diameter of the junction 
has become larger than the internal diameter of the non-conjugative regions, so the deformation resistance 
when expanding the metal pipe joint becomes small. Therefore, it is possible to perform the pipe expansion 
operation smoothly, and there is the effect that motive energy of the pipe expansion operation is also 
conserved. 



(0212) 

Moreover, if the diameter of the end of the metal pipe is expanded in advance with a prescribed end 
diameter expansion rate and such metal pipes are butted and diffusion bonded or welded, then it is possible 
to easily obtain a metal pipe joint in which the internal diameter of the junction has become larger than the 
internal diameter of the non-conjugative regions. 

(0213) 

Furthermore, in the case in which such a metal pipe joint is expanded, it is possible to make the plastic 
stress of the junction small in comparison to the plastic stress of the non-conjugative regions. Therefore, 
even in the case in which heat-affected regions generate at the time of diffusion bonding or welding and the 
deformability of the jimction vicinity is diminished, there is the effect that it becomes difficult for fissures 
to generate on the jimction, and a metal pipe joint that is superior with respect to strength and airtightness 
can be obtained. 



(0214) 

Moreover, if metal pipes whose end internal diameters have been expanded with a prescribed end diameter 
expansion rate are bonded with a threaded connection method to form a metal pipe joint, there is the effect 
that the thread portions do not plastic-deform, so there is no decrease in airtightness that originates from 
loose thread. 



(0215) 

Moreover, even in the case in which like metal pipes whose ends have not been expanded are butted and 
the junction is deformed into a barrel shape with a prescribed lateral expansion rate at the same time that 
the metal pipes are diffuse bonded, it is possible to easily obtain a metal pipe joint in which the internal 
diameter of the junction has become larger than the internal diameter of the non-conjugative regions. 



Therefore, if such a metal pipe joint is expanded with a prescribed pipe expansion rate, there is the effect 
that a metal pipe joint that is superior with respect to strength and airtightness can be obtained. 

(0216) 

Furthermore, in the case in which the ends of metal pipes are expanded in advance with a prescribed end 
diameter expansion rate and such metal pipes are butted and diffusion bonded, it is possible to reduce the 
level differences that generate on the inner periphery side of the junction, even if there is variation in the 
dimensions of each metal pipe. Therefore, even if pipe expansion is performed, there is no danger of the 
generation of fissures that originate from stress concentration, so there is the effect that a metal pipe joint 
that is superior with respect to strength, fatigue characteristics, and corrosion resistance can be obtained. 

(0217) 

As described above, through the metal pipe joint for pipe expansion and its manufacturing method, it is 
possible to easily obtain a metal pipe joint in which die energy expenditure required for pipe expansion is 
small, airtightness and strength are superior, and the level differences that generate in the junction are 
small. Therefore, it this is applied to an oil well pipe or line pipe, for example, it will contribute to 
significant cost reduction and reliability inq)rovement in the oil drilling operation or pipe laying operation, 
and the present invention is an invention in which these effects are extremely large industrially. 



(Brief Description of the Drawings) 

(Figure 1) 

A flow chart that shows the metal pipe joint for pipe expansion and its manufacturing method of the first 
embodiment of the present invention. 

(Figure 2) 

A flow chart that shows the pipe expansion method of the metal pipe joint for pipe expansion shown in 
Figure 1 (d). 

(Figure 3) 

A flow chart that shows the metal pipe joint for pipe expansion and its manufacturing method of the second 
embodiment of the present invention. 

(Figure 4) 

A flow chart that shows the pipe expansion method of the metal pipe joint for pipe expansion shown in 
Figure 2 (d). 

(Figure 5) 

Figxire 5 (a) - (c) is a flow chart that shows metal pipe joint for pipe expansion and its manufacturing 
method of the third embodiment of the present invention, and Figure 5 (d) is a figure that shows the 
expansion method of the metal pipe for pipe e:q)ansion shown in Figure 5 (c). 

(Figure 6) 

A cross sectional diagram that shows the typical structure of an oil well. 

(Figure 7) 

A cross sectional diagram that shows the threaded connection method (mechanical coupling method). 
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(Figure 1) 

(c) 

Machine work Machine work 

(Figure 3) 

(Figure 2) 
Applied pressure 

(Figure 6) 



(24) Japanese Unexamined Patent Application 2000- 1 07870 

(Figure 4) 
Applied pressure 

(Figure 7) 

(Figure 5) 
(b) 

Applied pressure Applied pressure 



Continued from the front page: 



(51) Int. Cl7 Identification No. FI 

// E21B 17/08 E21B 17/a8 



Theme Code (Reference) 



(25) Japanese Unexamined Patent Application 2000-107870 

(72) Inventor: Shigeyuki Inagaki 

Aichi-ken, Nagoya-shi, Minami-ku, Tenpaku-cho, 3-9-1 1 1 
Daido Steel Tenpaku Manor 205 



F-Term (Reference) 
[see source for numbers 



and English] 



TRANSPERFECT 



TRANSUTIONS 



AFFIDAVIT OF ACCURACY 



ATUNTA 
BOSTON 
BRUSSELS 
CHICAGO 
DALLAS 
FRANKFURT 
HOUSTON 
LONDON 
LOS ANGELES 
MIAMI 
MINNEAPOLIS 
NEW YORK 
PARIS 
PHILADELPHIA 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SEATTLE 
WASHINGTON. DC 



I, Kim Stewart, hereby certify that the following is, to the best of my 
knowledge and belief, true and accurate translations performed by 
professional translators of the following patents/abstracts from Japanese 
to English: 



Patent 64-75715 
Patent 2000-94068 
Patent 2000-107870 



Kim Stewart 

TransPerfect Translations. Inc. 
3600 One Houston Center 
1221 McKinney 
Houston, TX 77010 



Sworn to before me this 
26th day of February 2002. 






Signature, Notary Public 



Stamp, Notary Public 
Harris County 
Houston. TX 



HOUSTON CENTER. 1221 MCKINNEY. HOUSTON. TX 77010 I TEL 713 650-0440 FAX 713 6S0-0439 



.TRANSPERFECT.COM 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 



Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SffiES 



La FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 




